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GLOUD-
CONNECTED
NAS BOXES

Network-attached storage gats smarter every year and now burs

a huge arrav of features and functions, ‘i'ncludi'ng cleud shsaring.
Lindsay Handmer tests 11 of the latest.’

AS devices have gotten progressively
faster and cheaper in recent years,
although cloud access is the latest
improvement to become mainstream.
The cloud connectivity these offer does vary.
In its simplest faorm, you can remotely log in
_and manage your NAS or upload and download
files via-a web browser. Many manufacturers
have also bundled the same access into their
dedicated smartphone apps in an effort (with
varied degress of success) to improve the
configuration experience you'll get over using
a mobile browser.

The next level of cloud access essentiaily
turns your NAS into your own personal version
of Drapbox, able to share files out to PC, Mac,
Linux-and mobile devices via your home {ar
office) internet connection. The best cloud
compatibility lets you integrate your existing
online storage into your NAS for the best of
both worlds,
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We noted that none of the NAS devices
we tested had apps available for smartphone
platforms other than Android and i0S. They all
provided access via a web browser; ho'wever,
apps did generally give a better experience on
mobile devices. That said, many of the apps
were stiil buggy or lacked a full feature set.

Aside from cloud connectivity, there are
a number of features of NAS devices to
consider. If you don't want to do any fiddly
setup, make sure you buy a NAS that has the
hard drives preinstalled. If you want to use
existing drives from your old faptop or PC,
check whether the NAS can handle both
2.5-inch and 3.5-inch drives. .

Power use is also important to ConS|der., as
a NAS typically runs 24/7. All thel NAS devices
we tested power down when not in use and ]
use very small amounts of power, but if vou're
regularly accessing files or using t_h'e NAS to
download from the net, the electricity use

does add up. Over a year, a high-powered NAS
could easily use $100 or more of power, while
a small low-power unit might be'just $25.

HOW WE TESTED .
Where applicable, alt the NAS devices were
tested using preinstalled drives; if none were
included, then dual 2TB Western Digital
Enterprise storage hard drives were used in
the NAS devices’ default RAID configurations.
We tested each device's transfer speeds using
LAN Speed Test, in addition to testing real-
world read and write speeds with a single
5GB IS0 file, as well as a 5GB directory that
consisted of a variety of files, programs and
media, representing a typical back up job.
Power was measured at the wall, using a
commercial power meter,
We tested the Android apps with a Samsung
Galaxy S4, while i0S apps were tested using an
Apple iPad.
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Seagate Central
Reacdy to go right out of the hox.

@ www.seagate.com o Small, easy to use, 0 Poor apps, limited stofage
R quiet. options, single USB input,

A single-bay NAS might not sound like your typical offering, but the
Seagate Centrai is aimed at those who just want a simple home network
storage setup. It's designed to be plugged directly into your router and
comes in 2TB, 3TB and 4TB flavours. The Central is also super-sleek
and will Jook at home next to any modem or router. The Central uses a
TOOMHz ARM CPU and 256MB of RAM. It doesn't use a fan, though a
small amount of drive noise does escape during use and it drew 11W of
power from the wall.

You can access the Central from any computer or mobile device via
a web browser to manage, upload or download files, as well as securely
share files with family and friends via email invitation. For a simpler
mobile experience, there are also mobife apps for Android and i0S.
While theoretically good, we found both apps to be slow and buggy,
and we had numerous issues getting media to stream. The i0S app
was the worse one of the two, but both were ultimately disappointing
considering the Central's strong mobile focus.

The Central supports DLNA media streaming and can wirelessly
stream movies, music and photes to any compatible device — from
media players to game consoles. It also supports Apple AirPlay, which
means you can integrate it with your iPad and Apple TV. There's also
a Samsung Smart TV app thqt makes accessing your media on vour
TV very easy.

You can set the Central to automatically back up multiple PCs and it
supports Apple's Time Machine backup. For those who [ove their social
networks, the Central can also back up your Facebook accounts.

Shop around onlfine, as the 2TB versions can be found for a touch
over $200, while the 3TB will set you back $260 and the 4TB $330.

D-Link

@ www.dlink.com.au

TWO-BAY

NASDEVICES

BITTORRENT
DOWNLOADING

PRINT FTP SERVER
DLNA MEDIA STREAMING

ShareCenter

'DNS-320L

' Basic, but oh so affordable.

o Cheap, fast, great o Few ports, USB 2.0
cloud options. only, low spec.

© Servicing the lower-budget basic end of the NAS spectrum, D-Link's

© ShareCenter does without many of the bells and whistles of its more

. expensive brethren. It's a two-bay NAS, but the drives need a handle
* screwed on before they're slotted into the unit and it only supports

o 3.5-inch drives. On the plus side, it's nice and open, and uses passive
¢ cooling, which reduces noise, plus it has RAID Q,1and JBOD. The
connectivity options are limited to a single Ethernet connection and a
© USB 2.0 port — there's no USB 3.0.

Our unit came with a 1TB Seagate hard drive and setup was as easy

as inserting the included €D and running through some basic options.

The DNS-320L uses a Marvell 88F6702 processor that chugs along

: at1GHz, backed up by 256MB of RAM. Despite the low spec, in our
synthetic benchmarks, the ShareCenter was only a little slower than

. more powerful NAS devices. That said, considering its budget nature

© It offers excellent bang for buck. It also performed very well in the large
file tests, as well as our document backups ~ it managed to just best

¢ its high-spec competitors.

The DNS-320L includes DLNA media streaming as well as BitTorrent

downloading and it can be used as a print and FTP server. Cloud

+ connectivity is actually pretty solid, with Amazon S3 cloud backup, as
: well as web access to the NAS from any computer. The MyDfink Cfoud
_F app lets you access your NAS via Android or iOS - while it"s basic, it

: does get the job dene. With a single drive installed, the DNS-320L sips
;. just 9W of power when idle. :

With no drive the ShareCenter can be found for under $100 online,

. although you can expect that to more than double if you want it with a
. 2TB drive preinstalled.
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1P VIDED SURVEILLANCE.
PREINSTALLED
DRIVESUPTO6TB
VGA PORT

LenovokE
px2-300d

With the powers of lomeaza
and Lenovo combined...

@ Www.icmega.com.au

0 Efficient, easy setup, Q Bugay apps. no
inbuilt virys scanner. DLMA, pricey.

The px2-300d has an older yet still powerful dual-core 1.8GHz Atorn P4
with 2GB of RAM. It can handle dual 3.5-inch drives running in RAID @, 1
or JBOD. It's got a single USB 3.0 port, two USB 2.0 ports as well a= tii4l
Gigabit Ethernet ports. It's also got a VGA port if you want to connett a
local display. Unlike a lot of NAS products, it has a-basic LCD that ¢ives
you information about the NAS, such as available storage space arid
error messages.

Our px2-300d came with dual 1TB drives preinstalled, so setup was
just a matter of turning it on, although you can also get up to 6T_B‘nf
storage included or a completely diskless option. Cloud connectivity
is provided via web login, as well as LenovoEMC's Personal C‘Ioud
service. This lets you access your files on Windows, Mac or Linux P.-:_Iz
and works much like Dropbox, just with the files stored on your NAS
and accessible via the internet. You can also link with other cloud
services, such as Amazon S3 or MozyPro. The lomega Link app lets
you access your NAS via your smartphone; however, we found tI_1e
Android version very buggy and hard to use. The i05 app was slightly
better, but it lacked the in-depth functionality to make it truly useful,

This LenovoEMC unit is aimed at the business market and as such, it

may miss out at grabbing the attention of power home users, as tlzere's:

no DLNA media streaming or torrent downleading. On the plus 5'-IC|'E. ”f
can handle 16 |P cameras for video surveillance. It's also gqt an mlhml.
virus scanner to keep you safe from any rogue files. Chugging awiy

backing up our files, the px2-300d drew 29W — that's still fairly efficiant;

considering the specs. ) .
With those two 1TE drives preinstalled, the LenovoEMC is rather
expensive at $1,029, however.
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HOMI OUTPUT

INTEL ATOM CPU

DUALGIGABIT
LAN PORTS -

Netgear
ReadyMAS 312

%
Power in a pstita package.

s
Fast, solic cloud options, 0 Pricey, glitchy

@ WWW,NeTEERs ol AU _ i
T T n good connectivity. su_etup, noisy.

The ReadyNAS came with drives, although setting it up via the included
CD was a little painful. It uses Java and we had multiple issues getting

it to instali. Once we were past that initial hurdle, the rest of the process
was relatively easy and gave excellent control, as well as advanced details
such as drive temperatures and fan speeds.

The ReadyNAS has dual bays which can house both 3.5-inch and
2.5-Inch drives for a total size of 8TB. it uses a dual-core Intel Atom
CPU running at 2.1GHz and has 2GB of RAM.

The ReadyNAS is packed with connectivity options - round the back
you get dual Gigabit LAN ports, eSATA and two USB 3.0 ports. You also
get HDMI, letting you plug in a monitor. On the front is a single USB 2.0
port with a ‘Backup' button that automatically copies data from a drive.

Despite our minor setup issues, the ReadyNAS performed very well
and was considetably faster than its competitors with lesser CPUs. In
use it's fairly loud, from both drive noise and fan hum. -

The 312 has a number of cloud connectivity features. For a start, it
has a remote app for both i0S and Android, Both give you basic FTP-
style access to your files, though the Apple version is the slightly more
polished of the two. ReadyNAS is a Dropbox-style system that lets you
easily sync your files between a PC and Mac, though sadly, it doesn't
suppert mobile devices. ReadyCLOUD makes accessing and managing
your NAS via the internet easy — just log in via the web site. While we
feel like Netgear needs to combine the cloud features inte a single
universal app with mirrored web page access, the extra options are
appreciated. At full tilt, the 312 drew a high 53.1W from the wall.

Despite the high RRP. you can find the 312 online for under $350 with
no drives.

BUNDLED DRIVE
OPTIONS
BITTORRENT
DOWNLOADING
BROWSER-BASED SETUP

QNAP TS-220

3 1 b h} T I It
Packead to the clouds with feature
@ WWW.gnap.com o Great apps, 0 N setup CD, front USB ports
| efficient, quiet Z.Donly.avgrgggspeed.

The TS-220 uses the popular 1.6GHz Marvell 88F6282 CPU, along with
512MB of DDR3 RAM. it's got dual bays that can house both 3.5-inch and
2.5-inch drives with a maximum capacity of 8TB, Connectivity is good,
with a USB 2.0 port on the front (though we woutd have preferred USB

3.0) and two USE 3.0 connections round the back. You alse have a Gigabit |

Ethernet port as well as two eSATA ports to handle extra storage.

After dropping in some drives, setup is simply done by pointing your
browser at the online NAS finder and following the wizard. While there's
a quick install quide, no setup CD is included, which honestly shouldn't
be problematic, unless you're trying to set it up on a network without
internet access.

Access speeds are right where we'd expect, given the spec. While it's
not the fastest NAS on the planet, the TS-220 has plenty of throughput
for even quite demanding home or office use.

You can access your QNAP NAS remotely from any browser, as well
as via Android and [0S apps. Both apps give you access to your files and
configuration options, plus they let you monitor the system status, such
as CPU and RAM use. You can also manage your BitTorrent or FTP
downloads and backup schedules. The TS-220 will also stream your
music and video to your media player, smart TV or consoles,

The TS-220 is actively cooled with a fan, though It's very quiet in
operation. It uses only a modest 22W, so it won't add much to your power
bill if left running 24/7.

Sans drives you can buy the bare NAS for under $275 online, though
some retailers do bundie it with drives starting from around $550. If you
want fully featured cloud connectivity from your NAS, the TS-220is a
great buy.

BITTORRENT
DOWNLOADIRG

DLNA MEDIA SERVER
FTP SERVER

_$299

Shuttle
OMNINAS KD21

A new NAS from an old favourite brand.

@ au.shuttle.com o Easy setup, affordable, 0 Slightly slow, drives need to be
L A= includes mebile apps. screwed inr_,sirnqle LAN port.

Shuttle has recently introduced its own branded NAS products: the
OMNINAS KD20 and KD21. The KD21is a dual-bay NAS that can support
up to 8TB of total storage from both 3.5-inch and 2.5-inch drives in
RAID 1, O or JBOD. It runs an embedded version of Linux, with a Marvell
88F6707 1GHz CPU and 512MB of RAM. It's got dual USB 3.0 ports and
an SD card reader on the front and a single USB 2.0 port on the back,
along with a Giabit LAN port.

After populating the KD21 with dual drives, setup was dead easy,
thaugh the drives do need to be screwed into thelr hot-swap bays.
Once the NAS is powered up, running the included CD finds the NAS
and brings up the configuration tool. It takes about 5 minutes to click
through the options, format the drives and be totally ready to rock
and rall.

Our synthetic benchmarks put the KD21 a fair bit slower than more
expensive options when writing, but gave good results for the spec
and price. When copying large files, the KD21 made up ground and was
only slightly slower on a mixed file copy.

The KD21 has an Android and i0S app for remote access to the app.
The Apple app is a little more polished, but both are fairly easy to use
and let you upload or download to your storage when on the go. It also
warks as a media server and can handle DLNA content or iTunes. It can
even handle your torrents, run as a print server or you can set it up as
your own FTP server.

The OMNINAS KD21is fast yet fairly affordable, though as it's very
new to market It can be hard to find for under the RRP, '
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INTEL ATOM CES315
CEURITHIGR

Thecus N2520

A NAS and medis centre in one.

@ www.thecus.com Efficient, fast, media 0 Pricey, no 2.5-inch drive

playback via HDMI. ;H\Epgrt, [(M_sgtyp:

This Thecus NAS doesn't come with drives, but adding your own is easy,
thanks to the tool-less bays and hard drive sliders. It handles two 3.5-
inch drives in RAID O, 1and JBOD. Despite a promised 5-minute complete
install, we found it took a solid 30 minutes to get the Thecus up and
running, and we had to reboot before the software could find the NAS,
You also have to actually install the software, rather than just running a
finder program and configuring it through a web interface.

The N2520 uses the dual-core 1.2GHz Intel Atom CE5315 CPU (plus
1GB of RAM) and is actually the first NAS to do so. The Atom is a 32-bit
processer with a GPU, meaning it can process HD video streams and
even output them via the device's HDMI output. This means the N2520
can play media directly from its drives, rather than requiring a se_parate
player and using up network bandwidth to stream it. It's al§o_ very
efficient at 16W, reducing the power use without compromising on
processing grunt. Access speeds are very respectable and are on par
with much more powerful machines.

Round the back, the N2520 has dual USB 2.0 ports, HDMI, $/PDIF
and Gigabit LAN, while a USB 3.0 port is located on the front. The_ NAS
is designed to be hooked up to your TV, altowing you to manage files or
browse the web. It can also replace your media pfayer and can handle
HD video playback. i _

The free T-OnTheGo Android and I0S app are quite good, Iettlr?q you
manage your files and folders, as well as open documents, view Pmtures
and stream video. The Thecus also has an FTP and print server, ||ﬁ can
handle your BitTorrent downloads and it supports media streaming.

if you shop around online, the Thecus can be found for undt?r $300
(with no drives), making it a great choice as a combo NAS/media player.
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HDMI VIDEO OUTPUT
S/PDIF AUDIO OUTPUT

'@ LSMCICICIERONS
" WD 260 MOBILE APPS

PASSIVELY COOLED _

'$499

Western Digital
My Book Live Duo

: Simplicity from the get-go.

Small Android
glitches, USB 2.0
only, expensive.

www.wd.com O Easy to use, godd remote
L . access, low powar draw.

Our My Book Live Duo test unit came preloaded with dual 2TB hard

: drives (4TB total), though you can also get a 6TB or 8TB version. The

. drives are also removable, so you can upgrade or change them yourself
. if desired. The specs are lower than many of its competitors, however,

: with an Applied Micro APM82181 CPU running at 800MHz and 256MB

of RAM. On the plus side this means it uses very little juice, drawing just
: 13W in use. It has a single Gigabit Ethernet connection, as well as a single
: USB 2.0 port. It uses passive cocling, so make sure it's in a well-vented

i area with nothing on top.

: The Duo is aimed at hame users who might not have a iot of

: networking knowledge and is therefore extremely easy to set up. After
plugging it in, Windows immediately recognised it and we were able to

. open its browser-based interface. Everything is logically laid out and

: even those without much computer savvy will find their way around.
Using Western Digital's WD 2go system, you can also log into your NAS

: remotely over the internet with the same interface.

: WD 2go also has Android and i0S apps, so you can access your files
from your smartphone or tablet. Western Digital has a history of making
: excellent apps and WD 2go is no different, with an almost identical, easy-
: to-use experience on both platforms. Our only niggle is that on Android
: the app wouldn't connect to the NAS at first, but restarting the device

: fixed the issue. While WD 2go gives access to your NAS files, it also lets

i you access Dropbox, SkyDrive of Google Drive accounts from within the
: oneapp.

: If you want a NAS that's ready to go out of the box and has excellent
remote and mobile access, the My Book Live Duo is a solid, albeit

: expensive, choice.

WUALA CLOUD STORAGE
DUAL GIGABIT LAN
_PORTS

213GHZATOMCPU

LaCie Shig
NAS Pro

A monelithic siab of NAS.

@ www.lacie.com/au Powerful, fast, 0 Pricey, power

feature rich. hungry, noisy.

The Sbig NAS isn't some low-powered, super-efficient NAS for backing
up photos - it's monster storage aimed at small business owners or
high-end home users. It features a 2.13GHz Intel Atom processor, 4GB of
DDR3 RAM and five drive bays. It only handles 3.5-inch drives, though
RAID 0,1, 5, 5+ spare and 6 are supported. it has dual USB 3.0 ports, as
well as two USB 2.0 ports and a VGA connector, just In case you want to
plug in a monitor. Unlike lower-end models, the 5big NAS Pro has dual

Gigabit Ethernet ports, which it can aggregate together for faster speeds.

Setup is as simple as running the wizard and following the prompts.
Speeds were solid, but didn’t particufarly stand out, considering the high-
end nature of the device,

The LaCie is no slouch when it comes to cloud connectivity and it has
arange of options. You can access it via a browser from any PC or mobile
device, but the best option is to use Wuala — LaCie’s own cloud storage
product. Wuala works like Dropbox, with the client available for Windows,
Mac and Linux. Dragging and dropping files automatically copies them to
the 5big NAS, whether on LAN or WAN. There are also Android and i0S
apps, giving you access to your files on the go or backing up your photos
as you take them. The Wuala apps are quite polished and easy to use, and
they also et you stream music and video. The Android app seemed to
have better codec support, with the i0S app unable to play certain files.
You can also share your files via emall links, making it easy for friends or
family to access photos and maore,

Of course, it can also download your torrents, run as an FTP or print
server and supports Apple’s Bonjour protocol, so sharing your iTunes
library is easy. Churning along, the mighty LaCie uses 70W - as much
power as a |aptop. Grab one under $600 online sans drives,

WEB, PRINT & FTP
SERVER e

DLNA MEDIA STREAWING
ESATA SUPPORT _

Noontec Terra
‘Master F4-INAS
. A four-bay NAS on a two-bay budgat.

@ WWw.anyware.com.au O Affordable, four bays, o No mobile apps,

decent speads. noisy, hard setup.

: While Noontec may not be the first brand name that springs to mind when
: considering a NAS devices, the F4-NAS has a lot to offer. For a start,

. the specs are good - it uses @ Marvell 1.6GHz CPU backed up by 512MB

. of RAM. It has four 3.5-inch drive bays and supports RAID 0,1, 5 and 6.

; Round the back it has a single Gigabit Ethernet port, alongside USB and

- eSATA connections,

Setup was afittle fiddly and we had to grab the latest software from

* the web site, rather than use the included CD. Speeds were competitive,
¢ though they won't blow you away. The cloud connectivity options on the
Noontec are a little hard to decipher at first, but in reality they're not so

different from other NAS devices. You can log in via the internet from

any computer and manage your files, or upload and download what you
" need. It also supports automatic network backups and backups to the

¢ ¢loud. Sadly, no mobile apps are available, though you can still access

. your files over the internet via your mobile device's browser.

It can also handle serving media to your devices, such as streaming

* video to your TV via a DLNA media server. Out of the box it's compatible
. with the Xbox 360 and PS3, it can run as an FTP or print server, as well

: as download your torrents. It can also be an email and web server,

* handling 30 web sites — provided, of course, your internet connection is
: up to snuff. The Noontec NAS is on par with other devices for power

. consumption, averaging 32.3W under load.

White it's not the most powerful NAS around, the F4-NAS can hold

its own with other models while still being affordable. If you want a solid
" NAS that you can populate with up to four of your own drives on the
cheap, this is a good, reasonably priced option at around $450 online.
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Synology

Feature-packed for b
end horne use.
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rast, feature-packed,

0 Expensive, slightly
easy setup.

noisy, probably cverkill
for most people

@ www.synclogy.com

The DSi513+ uses a dual-core 2.13GHz Atom D2700 CPU, with 2GB of
DDR3 RAM that can be expanded up to 4GB. It's got five bays, which
can take both 2.5-inch and 3.5-inch drives for a total capacity of up to
20TB. It supports RAID 0, 1, 5, 6, 10 and JBOD. The Synology is packed
with connectivity options, thanks to guad Gigabit LAN ports and dual
eSATA connections. It's alse got four USB 2.0 ports, plus two USB 3.0
ports for high-speed access to external drives,

Setting up the Synology NAS was comparatively easy - we simply
dropped in two drives, plugged it into the network and booted it up.

No discovery software was needed (or included), with Windows
immediately detecting the NAS and letting us launch the web page
management system. From there it took just a few minutes to set up
the NAS and get our drives formatted.

Cloud connectivity on the Synology is very gaod. Cloud Station
lets you automatically share and sync data between computers, while
DS Cloud does the same for your Android and Apple mobile devices.
Generally the mobile apps ran well, though they're a little light on
features for now {Synology is reportedly working to improve them).
You can also access your NAS remotely from a browser using Synology
QuickConnect. The DS1513+ can even serve media, run as a print ot
FTP server, host web pages, automatically back up computers or
download your torrents.

The Synelogy runs dual fans, which can get mildly noisy under load,
but they're generally fairly quiet. It averaged 48W when in use, but this
waould obviously be higher with more drives.

While the diskless D5S1513+ is easy to find under $900, it's stili an
expensive option. However, if you need a high-end five-hay NAS for
heme or business purposes that doesn't skimp on speed or features,
then it's well worth the money. ETIE
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NAS-READY
HARD DRIVES

¢ Bennett Ring tests 3.5-inc

Preparing

tc build your own NAS

hiax-d drives o 988 wh 1&1 ars up to ths task.

t's amazing how many homes now include

a dedicated network. With every room

now inhabited by several devices hungry

for digital video, audio and picture files,
home networks are no loenger the sole
domain of the networking nerd. At the heart
of many networks is a network-attached
storage (NAS) device, which is able to stream
multiple files throughout the house, even
when your main PC is sitting idle in a power-
saving sleep mode.

The performance of these NAS devicesis
highly dependent on the hard drives housed
within — use 5,400rpm creakers from 2004
and you may have issues streaming a 480p
movie to your iPad, let alone multiple HD
streams to several smart TVs. Unfortunately,
your choices for NAS-ready hard drives are
rather limited, although we've tested four
ultra-large-capacity drives on the market to
see how they compare.

WHAT'S A NAS DRIVE?

The majority of consumer NAS drives are
almost identical to standard internal
mechanical hard drives, with a couple of
minor tweaks,

First and foremost, their firmware is
optimised for RAID configurations, which
is the most common installation method
in a NAS, These optimisations focus on
error recovery coentrol, as the NAS's RAID
controller can usually handie any error
correction instead of the drive controller.
Seme NAS drives also remave any power-
saving and head parking features, as
they're designed to be active 24/7.

TOSHIBA
& HITACHI:
MISSING IN
ACTION

Cooler operating temperatures are.
desirable in NAS drives, too, as stacking
several of these heat bricks next to
each other (as they are in many NAS
hox enclosures) can present a thermal
challenge.

The more expensive NAS drives tend
to feature higher levels of performance
than desktop models, enabling the NAS
to serve multiple simultaneous clients
without perfermance woes. The capacity
of NAS drives also tends to be larger than
standard mechanical drives.

RAID YOUR DRIVES

There's one final point that Western Digital
has emphasised with its new Red line of
NAS drives - they're guaranteed to work in
a RAID setup, whereas seme desktop drives
are averse to RAID, such as the Western

Digital Green series. However, this is a bit

of ararity — most desktop drives will be fine
in RAID mode.

WHICH DRIVE?

50, should you buy a dedicated NAS drive
for inclusion in your NAS device, or will a
standard desktop hard drive do the job?
Our advice is to go for the NAS drive if
you don’t mind paying the slight premium
in price because it guarantees the best
possible performance and eompatibility.
However, if your NAS is being built on a
peanut budget, you can still use desktop
drives. Just make sure they're happy to
play in your chosen RAID mode and with
your selected NAS enclosure.

Despite our best efforts, we were unable to source any
Toshiba or Hitachi drives for this feature. Toshiba's

official PR firm informed us that they don't handle hard
drives in Australia, while Hitachi's PR reps repeatedly
ignored our emails. We then contacted the major Australian

IT distributors we usually work with, but even they were
unable to supply any drives. The fact that these companies
don't appear to be interested in promoting their drives in
Australia means it's impossible for us to recommend either
company 1 optlons.
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