The Cloud Goes Wireless

SHMOLOGH DISKSTATION DS213AlR

By Chong Jinn Wei

@ Backing up your work with a NAS
server is a useful and important practice
today but it can be a little difficult to find a
suitable area to place the device especially
when they are restricted by power and
network port locations. To solve this
conundrum, Synology has created the
DiskStation DS213air, a Wi-Fi equipped NAS
that is able to store your media and data in a
small but versatile package.

The DS213air is one of the first NAS
servers to be equipped with Wi-Fi, giving it
a number of unique features. Among which,
users can choose to use the DS213air in
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To access the bays, you will need to remove the
entire cover off the NAS
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You can customize how the DS213air functions on your network using DSM4.1

a number of different ways which include
using it as a wireless hotspot, providing your
network with Wi-Fi ability. Besides that, the
DS213air can also function as a wireless
router, providing Internet connection to your
devices. In addition, if the DS213air cannot
access a physical LAN port, it can connect
to your network wirelessly. In addition, users
can utilize Synology’s ezCloud feature to
synchronize and share files across different
computers with friends through the Cloud
Station.

Like most NAS servers, the DS213air has a
rectangular form factor that is also unusually
small, making it easy for users to place it
anywhere. The entire body sports a white
glossy surface that is able to blend in with
any office environment. You can hook up
either standard 3.5” HDDs or 2.5" SSDs with
the DS213air.

Coming standard with all other Synology
NAS servers is the easy to use Synology
DiskStation Manager (DSM). DSM4.1 sports
a clean interface, so users can manage
their hard drives, grant access for users and
manage their network settings. Users can
store a maximum of 8TB, using two 4TB
HDDs, which is an ample amount of storage
space especially for small businesses. As
usual, there are also a number of RAID types
that can be used to store your data such as
RAID 0 and RAID 1, to name a few.

After connecting the device to a power
source, you can set up the device either
through a LAN port connection or over Wi-Fi.
Our review unit took approximately 1 minute
to fully start up. Following that, we installed
Synology’s Assistant program to locate the
DS213air and installed the latest driver to
prepare the NAS.

In order to test the capabilities of the
DS213air, we transferred a 1GB file to the
NAS and timed how long it took to complete
the task. The NAS managed to complete the
transfer in 3 minutes and 20 seconds, this
is the average time a NAS would need to
complete such a task.
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Thanks to its added Wi-Fi capabilities,
users have the option to use the DS213air as
their standard NAS server to store important
data or even double up as a Wi-Fi hotspot to
extend the network range in your office or
home. Consequently, we found the Synology
DS213air to be a decent yet flexible NAS that
has a number of useful customizable options.

SPECIFICATIONS
cPU RAID Ports vswun:-ln Price
Frequency = Support reless
16GHz | Smoogyybrid | 2x USB3.0 Support RM1099
RAID, Basic, Yes
JBOD, RAID O,

RAID 1

Internal HDD/SSD: 2x 3.5" or 2.5" SATA (lI)

Memory: DDR3 256MB

Max Internal Capacity: 8TB (2x 4TB HDD); capacity may
vary by RAID type

LANL: 1x Gigabit

Power Frequency: 50/60Hz, Single Phase

Power Consumption: 22.44W (Access); 5.76W (HDD
Hibernation)

Certification: FCC Class B, CE Class B, BSMI Class B
AC Input Power Voltage: 100V to 240V AC
Dimensions: 165 x 100 x 225.5mm

Weight: 0.94kg

Warranty: 2-years

Contact: Build Technology Supply Sdn Bhd
Telephone: (03) 7955 3699

URL: www.synology.com

Aval\able at
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Verdict:

BEI

Features: 8.5
Performance: 8.0
Value: 8.0

SILVER

MALAYSIA

VERDICT SCORES ARE OUT OF 10.

A flexible NAS from Synology with
customizable options
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