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Noudvh
Synology
DS109+

Price £259 (£225 ex VAT)

from Bit.dy/18yDki

Contact Synology + synologl com
Pros Choose your own disk + DNLA
and UPnP media server + Excellent

range of ather featuras

Cons MNeed to factor in cost of a disk
Verdict Clear the setup hurdle and
you'll find & mini computer.

T he DS109+ is a plastic enclosure that
can hold a 3.5in disk, or you can usg
an adaptor to fit a 2.5in disk, such

as the Westermn Digital model that came with
our review kit. it slides apart down its length,
revealing the bay where you fix your own disk
with screws. Seal it up, add two more screws
at the back and you're done. We had a trickier
time installing the system software, though.

The bundled CD includes the system

software, but the drive rejected the one for

the DS109+ as too old.
After downloading the latest
one, the real trouble came
from Mac 0OS X's Archive
Litility, which unpacked the
Zip file and the .pat file
inside it, which is the format
needed to install the Disk
Station Managear onto an
empty disk.

Once that was resolved,
it was just minutes before wa
could tinker with the settings,
of which the DS109+ has
plenty. It can be hacked
up to an external disk or a
Synology- or rsync-compatible
server, and you can restrict
access with users, groups
and additional file shares, which
can be remotely accessed by FTP with a
Secure Shell (S5H) connection.

There's 512MB of memaorny to run a DLMNA
and UPnP media server, video surveillance
from an IP camera, and a download manager
for eMule peertopeer file sharing. It's not
short of expansion ports, either: there are
two USB ports at the back and another on the
front, along with an eSata port for speedier
backups to external storage.

There's also a firewall service, and
a feature that's unigue among the less-
expensive drives tested: a MySQL- and PHP-

enabled web
server, which
you can use to run
an intranet or use as
a test server, rather than
hosting it on one of your team’s Macs.
Audio and photos can also be shared to an
iPhane aor iPod touch if you download the free
companion apps from the App Store.

The management software is heavy on
Windows styling, and although settings are
neatly categorised in a tree on the left, the
price of so many features is that a few too
many options are available at once.

Synology’s drive is effectively a small
computer, hence its impressive capabilities
and the higher cost, especially by the time
you add a disk.



