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Box 
of Treats

Digital Video 
player 
extraodinaire

Synology Disc Station DS409slim

IdeaTools RealBox RB210-H

The DS409slim, as it stands, will provide homes 
and small offices with a compact NAS solution 
that wouldn’t break the bank. It’s got room for 
four 2.5-inch hard drives, with trays that can be 
easily slid out from the back and snaps into place. 
All four hard drive bays are labelled correspond-
ingly from 1 to 4 and you can refer which one’s 
active from the LED indicators located on the front 
of the device. It also comes with two USB ports 
(one front, one back) and an eSATA port in case you 
want to add more storage. The fan is located at the 
bottom and according to Synology, this “smart fan” 
is kept off under normal operations and only spins 
when needed, and even then will spin at a very low 

speed to minimize the noise level. The DS409slim 
offers plenty of multimedia support in the form of 
Download Station 2 while Audio Station supports 
music, Internet radio stations, and iPod playback 
with connected USB speakers. There’s also uPnP 
and iTunes server support as well as user-friendly 
backup functions like USBCopy and Data Replica-
tor 3 to add plenty of value into such a small, styl-
ish package. The setup ran relatively smooth and 
the DS409slim managed to detect our network 
connection very fast from what we could see 
from the LED indicator. The LEDs will blink yellow 
if everything’s a go while orange will indicate an 
unsuccessful state of affairs.

The thing about digital video formats is that 
sometimes, you can only view them on your PC 
or notebook. Yes there are ways to view them on 
your big screen but that usually means a whole 
lot of work in converting and burning them into 
a CD or DVD format. Either that, or you have to go 
through a really complicated process of hooking 
your PC up directly to your TV. Either way both take 
time. Well now you don’t have to do that anymore. 
All you need is your files in a thumbdrive and the 
IdeaTools Realbox RB210-H. This device allows you 
to play digital video formats including MPEG-
1/2,DAT,AVI,DIVX,XVID as well as RMVB formats. 
Setup for the device was simple as well. All you 
have to do is plug it in and connect the device to 

your TV either via component cables or even HDMI. 
After that all you have to do is select the video via 
the user interface and voila, you can watch your 
videos. What we especially liked about this device 
was the fact that it provided a HDMI cable FREE 
with the package. Considering the price of this 
cables these day, the addition of said cable really 
upped the value of the device. As far as functional-
ity went, the RealBox played most of our video files 
with ease and depending on the medium the files 
are stored in (e.g thumbdrive or external HDD), 
load time is pretty fast. So if you’re looking for a 
cost effective way to view digital videos on your 
large screen TV, the IdeaTools RealBox RB210-H is 
something you should really consider.

CPU: 1.2GHz, 16bit@DDR800; Memory: 128MB; 
Max internal capacity: 2TB (4 x 500GB); 
Networking protocols: CIFS, AFP (3.1), FTP, NFS, 
Telnet/SSH; DLNA certified; RAID/Storage Man-
agement Volume Type: Basic, JBOD, RAID 0, RAID 
1, RAID 5, RAID 5+Spare, RAID 6

MPEG-1/2,DAT,AVI,DIVX,XVID support, Remote 
control provided, HDMI Cable provided, RGB 
cable provided, YPbPr cable provided

Warranty 2 Years
Price RM1,699 
Contact Build Tech (M) Sdn Bhd
Tel  03-7955 3699 
URL www.synology.com

Warranty 1 Year
Price RM269
Contact Ideatools Technology Sdn Bhd
Tel  03-5121 7245
URL  www.ideatools.com.my 
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Synology
Synology is a young and energetic company 
dedicated to developing high-performance, 
reliable, versatile, and environmentally-friendly 
Network Attached Storage (NAS) products.

 IdeaTools
IdeaTools is a company that manufactures 
peripherals that are storage related. This include 
multimedia jukeboxes, HDD docks RAID and raid 
systems.

Verdict
Don’t let its small dimensions fool you—it’s still a 
full-featured NAS and one that we’d gladly pay good 
money for.

Verdict
A digital media player that is really useful.

Value: 4/5
Performance: 4/5
Features: 4/5

Value: 4/5
Performance: 4/5
Features: 4/5
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Score 

9/10

8/10
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