Details

Price: £310.49
- Manufacturer: Synology
Website: www.synology.com :
Required spec: Four 2.5" SATA
hard drives e |

Quality: kkhkkkkdhss
Value: *kkdkkiirsvvess QUERALL |
Alightning fastand '
_physically tiny network-
storage solution

bout a year ago, a technical
friend and | where having

one of those ‘wouldn’t it be
great if..." conversations when the
subject of RAID built around laptop
drives came up. We both agreed
that it would be a neat idea, but
didn’t actually think that someone
would deliver one soon. How wrong
we were...

Synology makes many very nice
drive sub-systems, so the
DS409slim isn’t exactly a departure
for it. The unit is a miniature RAID
box that can take four 2.5" SATA
drives inserted from the rear on
plastic trays. Once inserted you

can remotely administer the box
to organise those drives into a
range of RAID layouts, and then
share that storage over the local
area network.

For my tests, Toshiba very kindly
provided four of its 7200rpm
MK3254GSY drives, offering 320GB
per unit and the potential for more
than a terabyte when combined
here. Originally, | was going to just
test it with a couple of spare drives
| own, but I’'m glad | got the four
Toshiba ones instead, because fully
loaded this is one of the fastest
NAS (Network Attached Storage)
boxes I've ever tested.

My first configuration was a pure
stripe pack (RAID 0] for maximum
performance, but no redundancy.
Writing was a very impressive
33.5MB/s and reading an equally
stunning 41MB/s. That's actually
quicker than my dual-core server,
which takes up much more space
and power than the DS409slim.
Then | switched to redundant RAID
b to see how it coped with a more
challenging situation. Where the
RAID 0 format took minutes, the
parity organisation for this mode
seemingly lasted forever. But it was
usable before fully parity checked
and the speed was only reduced to

’

28MB/s and 37.5MB/s respectively.

In RAID terms, with the gigabit
network being something of a
bottleneck, that's fast.

If that wasn’t enough technology,
you can also expand the four-drive
pack with two on-board USB ports
and an eSATA connection. It also

has the best NAS web interface I've
ever seen, and it has all the service
bells and whistles such as iTunes
and UpnP. In fact, I'd recommend it
unreservedly if it wasn't for a

On Test

couple of things, the first being the
price. At more than £300 without
any drives, this isn’'t something
you'd buy on a whim, | hope. But as
it uses small drives you also get hit
in the wallet for those.

Four of the lovely Toshiba
MK3254GSY drives | used will set
you back around £240, given a
rough figure of £560 for around
870GB of redundant storage. I'd
suggest that Synology’s standard
DS409, which can accept standard
3.5” drives, is probably more cost
effective even at £50 more, if not
quite as cute. This is the best NAS
box I've tested so far, and the price
reflects exactly what you get for
your money.

mm Mark Pickavance




