GROUP TEST - neTWORKED MEDIA DRIVES

Synology Diskstation DS209+

Price £414 Contact Synology 01908 673 709 www.synology.com

he DS209+ has all the standard server types

you'd expect from a Nas, as well as HTTPS for

secure website hosting, encrypted network
backup, NFS support and even support for USB
speakers and external soundcards.

It is eésential{y a small-business server, with massive
transfer speeds. On our gigabit network, where jumbo
frames were disabled for ease of use, speeds were
36.8Mbytes/sec and 31.6Mbytes/sec respectively.

Since a 100Mbit network can only achieve
12.5Mbytes/sec, the DS209+ is overkill for most
home networks.

An 800MHz processor with 512MB of Ram is the
backbone behind these excellent results. DLNA media
streaming was also perfect, whizzing through
high-definition content on a PS3 with ease, and Xbox
360 playback worked too.

The chassis is a bit basic and hard drive installation
isn't easy. You have to manually attach Sata and power
cables and then screw each drive in. The setup process,
performed in Windews, contains some badly written
English and can be a bit daunting for novices,
especially when it asks for a configuration file — a field
you don’t need to touch.

Configuring Raid is only covered by the web
configuration pages and there is no explanation of the
different types.

Apart from that, the configuration pages are
exhaustive, containing everything from a temperature
gauge (showing 40°) to scheduled on/off (we
measured 0.5W in hibernation).

The DS209+ produces a lot of noise and has a high
power consumption which, combined with the high
price and huge range of business features, makes it less
suitable for home use.

Pros Very fast transfer speeds;
massive feature set

Cons Expensive; other Nas boxes are
quieter; potentially daunting setup
Overall An excellent small-business
Nas, but not suited for home use
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