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Synology Disk Station DS408 Network Attached Storage

This month'’s issue of HWM seems to have a
lot of NAS drives reviewed. Not only do we
have a stack of 2-bay consumer NAS drives in
a shootout, but we've also got the three-bay
Thecus N3200. In the spirit of covering all the
bases, here's a 4-bay NAS in the form of the
Synology Disk Station DS408.

The feature set of the DS408 reads like a really
long laundry list. Despite Synology pushing
the DS408 towards the SMB segment, the
prosumer also has plenty to shout about. For
starters, built-in PHP and MySQL functionality
allow users to install and run websites, blogs
and bulletin boards directly from the DS408
via the Web Station feature. The Surveillance
Station feature works in conjunction with a
USB webcam to set up a working network
video surveillance system. Users wishing to
share their library of music, videos and photos
will fund the uPNP functionality and built-in
iTunes server handy. To top it all off, the

minutes with a screwdriver.

BY DAVID CHIENG

Download Station feature lets you turn the
DS408 into a downloading machine, either
through HTTP, FTP or BitTorrent, with the
additional ability to schedule your downloads
to specific time slots.

Setting up the DS408 is a relatively
straightforward affair, though the hard disk
drives have to be screwed into the drive rack,
which also means no hot-swap capability. The
DS408 accommodates up to four 1TB drives,
for a maximum of 4TB in total. Once powered
up, the one last thing left to do is install the
software kernel into the DS408 as prompted
by the Disk Station Manager, which can be
found on the software CD in the box, or
downloadable from the Synology website.

Given the asking price of $$1153, one would
expect the DS408 to be a literal speed demon.
In that respect, the DS408 more than lived up
to expectations. In RAID 5 with four 1TB hard
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The Synology Disk Station Manager 2.0 software is built using AJAX,

and is one of the most feature packed administration interfaces
we've seen yet on a NAS.

disk drives for example, the drive managed
average read and write speeds of 39MB/s

and 70MB/s in CrystalMark, with average read
speed jumping up to 65MB/s while in RAID 0.
Of course, the 800MHz processor and 512MB
of memory on the DS408 certainly helped.
Usability-wise, the drive is almost silent during
operation with minimal fan noise.

Power users will also appreciate the

AJAX user interface in the web browser
administration portion, with an exhaustive
selection of configuration options ranging
all the way from user management, volume
configuration, power settings and external
devices. Dubbed their Synology Disk Station
Manager 2.0, it's clear that Synology takes the
user experience very seriously indeed with
a thoroughly user-friendly administration
interface.

At the end of the day, we think that the
DS408 is quite possibly one of the better
NAS solutions that any prosumer or SMB
organization can consider. Windows ADS
authentication and RAID 5 data protection
provides for security, while the other features
enable the DS408 to go beyond what NAS
drives typically provide. All that combined
with its excellent performance makes

the asking price nothing more than an
afterthought.

SPECIFICATIONS

Interfaces: 1 10/100/1000 Mbps Ethernet Port, 2 x USB 2.0 ports

Network File Protocols: Microsoft Networks (CIFS/SMB), Apple Filing Protocol
(AFP 3), File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

RAID Management: Volume Type: Basic, RAID 0, RAID 1, RAID 5Upgrade from
Basic to RAID 1 Expand RAID 1 or RAID 5 with Larger Hard Drives Expand RAID 5 by
Adding a Hard Drive On The Fly

Applications: Surveillance Station, Photo Station 3, File Station, Audio Station,
Web Station, PHP/MySQL, Download Station, iTunes Server

Security: “FTP over SSL (explicit)” or “FTP over TLS (explicit)’, Encrypted Network
Backup, HTTPS ConnectionFTP Auto-Block

UPnP Multimedia Service Support: Sony PS3, Microsoft Xbox360; Audio
Format: AAC, FLAC, M4A, MP3, Ogg Vorbis, WAV, WMA, WMA VBR, WMA PRO, WMA
Lossless; Video Format: ASF, AVI, DAT, DivX, MP4, MPEG1, MPEG2, MPEG4, VOB,
WMV, YviD; Image Format: BMP, JPG (jpe, jpeg), GIF, 1CO, PNG, PSD, TIF (tiff), UFO;
Playlist Format: WPL, M3U

Website: http://www.synology.com/

HWM'’S VERDICT

Physique: 9.0
Features: 10.0
User-friendliness: 9.5
Performance: 10.0
Value: 8.0

95

~ Outof10

Perfect for the

~ prosumer and SMB
segment in every way.
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