Synology Disk Station DS207+

Price £218.49 Contact Synology www.synology.com

N

he Disk Station DS207+ is remarkable in two

ways: the range of features and capabilities

on offer is far in excess of any other in this
round-up and, during testing, its performance was
often around double that of the competition.

The device sits in a rather unassuming plastic shell,
but it hides an array of sophisticated features that will
set enthusiasts drooling. These include a web server
with PHP and MySQL support, an encrypted FTP
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server, encrypted network backup and Active Directory
support. You also get more radical offerings such as
network video recording from IP-based cameras,
internet radio, photo and video sharing and even
support for USB speakers and external soundcards,
which can be operated by an optional remote control.

Despite this huge feature set, configuring the
system via the built-in web interface is very simple due
to the excellent job Synology has done on its design.
As well as three USB expansion ports, you get an eSata
connector that helps you maintain its high performance
when expanding it with external media.

The DS207+ is described as being built for business
use, but many of its features are aimed at consumers.

The hard drives must be connected with individual
Sata power and data cables and screwed into a pair of
metal brackets, but we were pleased to see the internal
electronic components shielded from damage by a
large metal plate.

One criticism we have is about its construction;
while it's well made, the plastic body is no match for
the build quality of the Qnap and D-Link models.

It costs a little more than most, but the Disk Station
DS207+ is an excellent device that easily outstrips the
competition in many areas. All it lacks is a more rugged
metal housing and hot-swappable disks.

Pros Stellar performance; massive
feature set; easy to set up and install
Cons Price; plastic construction;
wired drive installation; no
hot-swappable disks

Overall Stunning performance and a
mind-boggling level of functionality,
yet simple to use.

Features e kok ok
Performance 2. 8.8.8.8.9
Value for money 282,804
Overall 1 00 6 6 ¢




