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SMC’s NAS02 Tigerstore is a rugged high-
performance drive offering both business and
consumer features in a single unit.

The drives are installed behind a plastic panel that
clips in place at the front of the device. To hold the
drives in position, special plastic runners must be fitted
to them using the supplied screws. They can then
be pushed directly into the internal Sata connectors
without the need for cables. A rather noisy cooling

Verdict
Pros Media server; Active Directory
support; media card reader;
hot-swappable disks
Cons Complex and time-consuming
installation; price
Overall A good performer, but
installation and setup isn’t as easy as
we had hoped
Features ★★★★★
Performance ★★★★★
Value for money ★★★★★

Overall ★★★★★

fan is fitted, so the NAS02 is best installed away from
quiet locations.

In addition to its three USB ports, it’s the only drive
here to be fitted with a Flash memory card reader
that allows you to transfer files such as digital photos
directly to the hard drive. The usual FTP and print
server options are included along with streaming media
support and built-in Bittorrent downloads.

Although they may have been specific to our
network, we encountered some problems when
installing the NAS02 which prevented us from gaining
access to the drive for a long time after setup. We also
found that the supplied setup software didn’t work
well on our 64-bit test system; we had to use a 32-bit
operating system to configure the drive before
switching back to 64-bit for testing.

The NAS02 turned out to be a very good
performer, especially in Raid 0, although switching to
Raid 1 caused performance to drop more substantially
than with the other drives. In both cases, we recorded
strangely high speeds when writing to the disk, which
were in excess of the read speeds. We suspect this was
due to some form of caching.

The NAS02 performs well and offers a good set of
features, but certainly isn’t as user-friendly as some of
the competition and can take a long time to set up.

Price £234.99 Contact SMC 0871 277 9802 www.smc.com

SMC NAS02 Tigerstore

The Disk Station DS207+ is remarkable in two
ways: the range of features and capabilities
on offer is far in excess of any other in this

round-up and, during testing, its performance was
often around double that of the competition.

The device sits in a rather unassuming plastic shell,
but it hides an array of sophisticated features that will
set enthusiasts drooling. These include a web server
with PHP and MySQL support, an encrypted FTP

Verdict
Pros Stellar performance; massive
feature set; easy to set up and install
Cons Price; plastic construction;
wired drive installation; no
hot-swappable disks
Overall Stunning performance and a
mind-boggling level of functionality,
yet simple to use.
Features ★★★★★
Performance ★★★★★
Value for money ★★★★★

Overall ★★★★★

server, encrypted network backup and Active Directory
support. You also get more radical offerings such as
network video recording from IP-based cameras,
internet radio, photo and video sharing and even
support for USB speakers and external soundcards,
which can be operated by an optional remote control.

Despite this huge feature set, configuring the
system via the built-in web interface is very simple due
to the excellent job Synology has done on its design.
As well as three USB expansion ports, you get an eSata
connector that helps you maintain its high performance
when expanding it with external media.

The DS207+ is described as being built for business
use, but many of its features are aimed at consumers.

The hard drives must be connected with individual
Sata power and data cables and screwed into a pair of
metal brackets, but we were pleased to see the internal
electronic components shielded from damage by a
large metal plate.

One criticism we have is about its construction;
while it’s well made, the plastic body is no match for
the build quality of the Qnap and D-Link models.

It costs a little more than most, but the Disk Station
DS207+ is an excellent device that easily outstrips the
competition in many areas. All it lacks is a more rugged
metal housing and hot-swappable disks.

Price £218.49 Contact Synology www.synology.com

Synology Disk Station DS207+
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