Synology 3-in-1 Server DS-101 Disk Station

All-in-One Server

Have a look at a nifty portable Network Attached Storage product from
Synology that takes the hassle out of setting up your own server.

B Rarely do we get to review an NAS
targeted for the home and SOHO users. The
Synology 3-in-1 DS-101 server is just that
product that aims to provide a no frills
network storage solution which lacks
enterprise features, but comes with a host of
add-on expand
capabilities. The 3-in-1 server refers to its
role sharing capability to act as a file server,
an automatic file backup server and as a
print server via compatible USB printer

features to storage

devices.

Missing in Action?

The DS-101 comes with the option for a
basic barebones system (without HDD) and
also with HDD. It would be in our reader’s
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best interest to purchase and install their
hard drives separately, as this offers you
versatility in choosing your own storage
solution (although the 80GB option is
priced reasonably). The DS-101 comes with
only a single point of connectivity; RJ-45
10/100 Mbits Ethernet, and three USB 2.0
ports, one at the front, and two at the rear of
the unit.

The installation of the drive was easy
enough, but space is constrained in the Disk
Station. You have to maneuver the drive
amongst the cables and power wire while
fitting in the casing. You also have to ensure
that your drive is set to
configuration via jumpers. There are drive
stabilizers that you can install on the drive to
secure it inside the unit.
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Reinitialize

The first time you install a HDD into the
Disk Station, you are required to format the
hard drive. This is done by pushing the
recessed reset button with a pin for four
seconds until an acknowledge beeping
sound is heard, and then pushing it again
until two ‘beeps’ occur. The onboard Linux-
based EEPROM will flash your hard drive
with the necessary Operating System
information and ready your drive for
connectivity.

In terms of print and storage, the Disk
Station can connect to shared printers or
USE  drives/card readers for added
functionality. In their installation guide,
Synology provides a list of recommended
hard drives, USB printers (mostly Epson
and HP printers) and digital cameras that
the installed drivers are able to recognize.
We managed to connect a Seagate
ST310212A 10.2 GB HDD and Canon Ixus
330 without any hiccups.

Connecting...

Finding the drive on the network was a
cinch. As long as the drive was preformatted
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RM 1299 (w/o HDD)/ |
RM 1499 (with 80 GB) i

| DISTRIBUTOR Build Technology Supply |
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| TECHNICAL DATA

| Processor: Intel IXP420BB

| Memory: 64MB SDRAM

| Protocals: TCP/IP, AppleTalk

| Maximum Users/Groups/Shares: 128/64/100

| Ports: 3 xUSB 2.0

| Dimensions: 354 x 440 x 270 mm
Weight: 1.7 kg (without HDD) |

according to instructions and plugged into
your LAN, the DS Assistant software
provided on the CD will be able to detect it
and its DHCP allocated IP. You will be
prompted to administer the drive
(allocating public share folders and user
administration) and provide a local volume
to map the networked drive.
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CHIP’s ConcLusiON: We
surprised at the relatively easy installation.
It sure takes the hassle out of creating your
own file server. have
commented that perhaps a second-hand
Pentium II server setup may suffice to
perform all the roles that the Disk Station
is offering. However, with the processor
(Intel IXP420BB), memory (64MB
SDRAM), OS and connectivity options all
sussed out, the Synology DS-101 Disk
Station is a very well put-together solution
for your networking storage and
connectivity needs.
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