=
Lkd
-
.
<
=
=

STORAGE

FAQ

Is it worth buying an
55D cache drive?

Imtel’s 268 chipset
included a technolegy

called Rapid Storage Technology,
or IRST, which [s designed to
take advantage of falling flash
memory prices. The premise
is simple — use bath a low-
capacity 550 and a traditional
hard disk, and the chipset will
learn which files you frequently
access, keeping them stored in
the 55D so they load quicker.

550 manufacturers are now
releasing smali capacity drives
specifically for this purpose -
caches are Umited to 6468
- and while they're cheaper
than full-size 55Ds, they still
cost quite a bit: Cruclal’s
Adrenaline SOGE is at least
E80, intel's 20GB 311 Series
drive costs a similar amount,
and the 64CE OCT Synapse is
tricky to find for Less than £100.

This is an expensive way to
get a performance boost, but
there is one big advantage over
using a small 550 as a boot disk.
Windows sees only your larger
standard hard disk, s you have
much mare ream for programs
that insist on being installed
on the C: drive.

Mike Jennings

Technology correspondent |} ¥

CONVAR

BytePac
Fodd A

E34 inc VAT
From hittp:fshop.convarcom

Hard disk enclosures are usually made fram
metal or plastic, but BytePac’s enclosure is 100
per cent recyclable cardboard, It's designed as an
emvironmentally friendty way to archive data-filled
internal hard disks while ensuring that they are still
ready for use in 3 matter of seconds,

You'd be forgiven for thinking that BytePac’s

| enclosures were flimsy, but the multi-layered cardboard

feels surprisingly strong. The enclosure is sensibly
designed, toa. The power and SATA socket is hidden
beneath & littte flap, there's a specific area for [abelling
the drive, and a flap at the bottom folds out and is used
to prop the bax up at an angle (o give you easy access
to the ports. This flap also reveals coding holes for the
hard disk, Howewer, the sleeve isn't secured to the disk
caddy inside, 5o your hard disk could slide out on to the
floor if you don't hold it comectly,

All the cables you need to connect to your PC or
Mac are included. You can connect over eSATA, and
the kit comes with a ISE adaptor. Comvar also sells a
SATA-to-1DE adaptor for £74 to ket you use odder hard
disks. An all-in-oné connector caters for both data and
power connections to your hard

different designs; there's a range of colourful boxes on
Comvar’s wedsite, and you can put togethera custom
design if you get in touch with the company directly.

The trade-off for wersatility is speed. We installed a
120G8 Patriot Pyro SE 55D [see Editor's Choice, below)
and we felt parformance took a hit, even over e5ATA.
When connected directly to our test machine, the
Patriot wrode and read Large files at 165MB/s and
3071MB/s. When connected by the BytePac adaptor,
large file write speeds were unchanged, but larga file
read speeds dropped to 234MB/s.

The gap was closer in our smiali file tests, but
the BytePac still slowed the Patriot dewn, The Pyro SE
ariginally wrote and read files af 74MB/s and S4MB/s.
Crver the BytePac’s e5ATA connection, write speeds

wene again unchanged, but read

isk; lug the AC adaptar and the T 77 1 e
data connection to your PC into a using the LS8 adaptor, we saw
; ’ WVERDICT The BytePa: ts a well- o
breakout bow, which then plugs N0 | gusismed snd emdronmentally large file write and read speads of
the pewer and data connections on | conscious way to store and use haed 31MB/s and 3208/, and small file
the back of your hard disk | disks, although it's not particularly write and read speeds of 16MB/s
There are varlous pricing models, | Fast over sSATA | and 20MB/s, which is standard

but £34 (or £45 for LIS83) pats you

EXTERMAL HARD DISK BNCLOSURE

for LISE connections.

three empty BytePac boxes and the :ﬁ;{fﬂﬂmm::ﬁﬂm Spead, thesefore, s not the
connection kit, three sleeves and Mm’ﬁ;“m" e Bytefac's strong suit. Sl its naat
labed kits, and & 2V4in adaptor for DETAILS htips/shopconvar.com design should appeal to video and
5505 or lapop hard disks. You PERFORMANCE 1 semen photo professionals who nesd ta
can also buy three empty boxes ] = archive large amouints of data and
[without the connection kit) fes e T 1 still have it easily accessible.

£12, You can buy boxes with B s e LI Mike Jennings

EDITOR’S CHOICE

IOMEGA
Prestige Mobile

L 8 6 &
EB3 Inc VAT

From

The Prestiga Mobile
is a stylish-looking
portable hard disk
that's also very
fast, thanks to its
USB3 connection,
In fact, it's one of the
fastest portable hard
disks we've seen, As
well as offering stellar
perfarmance, it comes
with a comprehansive
software bundle,
including antl-malware
and backup utilities.
It's also fantastic
value, too, at 17p

per gigabyte.

FORTABLE EXTERMNAL HARD
| DK SO0GH capacity, USB3
| Interface

PART CODE 35192

DETALS weawiomega-europs.
| e

FLILL REVIEW Auig 2011

L —

SYNOLOGY
DiskStation DS212j
18 8 8 8 Sl COMPUTER
E150 inc VAT BESTAUY

From www.pixmania.couk

The D52 12] is the follow-up

to our favourite NAS device, =
the D5211j, and comes with
a larger, quister 2mm fan
The web interface Is a
dream, thanks to its METWOIRK STORAGE
icon-driven interface. ENCLOSURE 3T8+3T8 hard
A& dowrload manager | disk 10/100/1000Mbits

Horila Ethwrmet, 32 USB2 ports, LPnP
ey files mredia, unes, print. USE disk,
straight to the NAS wih, FTP sansmes, two-year
device from FTP and warranty, FE5K 1002 Z5mm
BitTorrent, a UPn# and ::":Lﬂ CDM::INPTE_N

i starwdby, Betihe

iTunes rrmd.lalsemer FART COGE D5212]
and the Surveillance DETAILS winwayrobogycom
Station IP camera FULL REVIEW Apr 2012
maonitoring software. FRITE oy
It's the best NAS e —-
device there is. G T e
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